
BIBLICAL 
CONFRONTATION

Addressing Difficulties and Working Toward 

Reconciliation for the Glory of Christ



What is Biblical Confrontation?

Dealing with a

relationship problem 

in a

God-ordained fashion 

with the goal of 

advancing God's agenda



A Theological Foundation 
for Biblical Confrontation

Romans 12

1. The Sanctification Principle (1-2) – facing the realities of indwelling sin

2. The Humility Principle (3, 10, 16) – remembering God’s grace

3. The Sinners Helping Sinners Principle (4-16) – appreciating God’s design 

for the church



I Corinthians 6:9-11

9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 

adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, 

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 

God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you 

were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and 

by the Spirit of our God.



Regeneration

Washed – cleansed from my sin through the blood of Jesus

Sanctified – made holy; consecrated

• I have been made a new creation in Christ.  I have been given 

spiritual life with new understanding.  I have a new heart of humble 

submission to the will of God.  I have new, holy desires from the 

Spirit of God.  

Justified – declared righteous and without guilt in the eyes of God 

because of the substitutionary atonement of Jesus in my place

in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

A redeemed sinner is a brand new creation in Christ, still struggling with 

remaining sin, but radically change by the Spirit nonetheless.



REGENERATED UNREGENERATED

Righteous Wicked

Pure in heart Incurably sick heart; desperately 

wicked

Saints Sinners 

Children of God Children of wrath

The Holy People A crooked and perverse generation

The redeemed The lost

Sheep Goats
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The 
“Sinners 
Helping 
Sinners” 
Principle

1. Biblical confrontation should be 

common.

2. Biblical confrontation should be 

reciprocal.

3. Biblical confrontation should be 

prioritized.



Excerpts from the 
Arbor Church Covenant

Having been brought by divine grace to embrace the Lord 

Jesus Christ, we now solemnly enter into covenant with 

Him and with one another, committing ourselves to live 

together in all His ways, according as He has been 

pleased to reveal Himself unto us in the Word of truth.  In 

the name of the Triune God we do expressly profess to live 

as follows, enabled by His grace.



Excerpts from the 
Arbor Church Covenant

We promise to live with our brethren with all care and 

consideration, avoiding all strife and the rising of spirit 

against them; but in all offences to follow the rule of our 

Lord Jesus Christ as He has taught us.



Excerpts from the 
Arbor Church Covenant

We will uphold the ministry of this church and its worship.  

We will not be eager to demonstrate our own abilities, nor 

to point out the weaknesses of our brethren.  We will 

behave in an orderly manner in the assembly of God’s 

people, knowing how much the Lord may be dishonored, 

and our own profession disgraced, by public disorder.



Excerpts from the 
Arbor Church Covenant

We commit ourselves to promote the advancement of the 

gospel in all truth, and will not strive to discourage any by 

our behavior.  We, according to His law, will avoid any 

appearance of evil.
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4. The Readiness Principle (18) – recognizing the constant need that we all 

have

5. The Perseverance Principle (11-12) – preparing for a long, hard battle


