
The Liberty of Conscience Discussion
Romans 14

1. The people are believers.

 Weak in the faith

 Strong in the faith

 All received by God



The Liberty of Conscience Discussion
Romans 14

1. The people are believers.

2. The “doubtful things” are things not clearly 

commanded or prohibited like they are in God’s law.

 Eating only vegetables (v2)

 Esteeming one day above another (v5)

 Considering food to be unclean (v14)

 Drinking wine (v21)

 Eating meat offered to idols (I Cor 8)



Common Areas of Christian Liberty

 Car we drive
 Movies we choose to see
 How we celebrate holidays
 Tobacco use
 Food choices 
 Educating children
 Hair
 Drinking alcohol
 Type of house we live in
 Retirement 
 Safety consciousness
 Mothers working outside of 

home
 Plan for children after HS
 Clothing styles
 Packing a gun

 Dancing
 Deciding when we stay 

home because of 
sickness

 How we care for aging 
parents

 Sports: played, watched
 Hobbies
 What we do or don’t do 

on Sunday
 Vaccines
 Supplements
 Medicines
 Tattoos
 Piercings 
 Processing Covid-19

 Multi-level marketing
 Deal breakers when 

finding a church
 Music 
 Recreation
 Birth control/family size
 Dating/courtship
 Breastfeeding 
 Where to have the baby
 Organic food 
 Bible translations
 Politics
 Using media
 Choosing where to live
 Stewarding money



Definition of Christian Liberty of Conscience 
from the Arbor Foundations Class

In areas where there is 

no clear teaching in Scripture, 

Christians have 

Freedom to make decisions 

about what to do, and they 

should not be judged 

by other believers for doing so.



Definition of Christian Liberty of Conscience 
from Pastor Steve

Liberty of conscience issues are often practical decisions 

in the Christian life guided by general biblical principle, 

but not commanded or prohibited by specific command.  

The result is that different Christians may very well make 

different decisions in various matters, even though all 

are pursuing the glory of Jesus in their lives.



Al Mohler’s Doctrinal Triage Article
from Pastor John’s Arbor Foundations Class

1. First order: Doctrines most central and essential to the 

Christian faith – Examples: Trinity, full deity/humanity of 

Jesus, justification by faith

2. Second order: Believing Christians may disagree, but 

this disagreement will create significant boundaries 

between believers – Example: Believers’ baptism vs. 

paedobaptism

3. Third order: Believing Christians may disagree but still 

remain in close fellowship – Examples: Eschatology, 

details of creation



The “Biblical Specificity” Spectrum
Scripture says 

nothing

Scripture speaks 

clearly

Example: 

What color 

car you drive

Example: We 

should not steal

Christian liberty 

applies here (but 

is easy)

Christian liberty 

does not apply 

here

Christian liberty 

applies here (but 

is HARD)

Example: Eating meat 

sacrificed to idols



The Liberty of Conscience Discussion
Romans 14

1. The people are believers.

2. The “doubtful things” are things not clearly 

commanded or prohibited like they are in God’s law.

3. The guiding principle in the liberty of conscience 

discussion is “living sacrifice” – a life lived to the 

glory of God.



The guiding principle in the liberty of conscience discussion is 

“living sacrifice” – a life lived to the glory of God.

 Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. (5)

 Live all of life in line with my conscience to the glory of God. (6-9)

 Don’t dare take God’s place as Judge. (3-4; 10-13)

 Walk in love. (14-16)

 Remember the spiritual nature of the kingdom of God. (17-18)

 Pursue peace and edification. (19-21)

 Your conscience should be neither flaunted nor violated.  (22-23) 


