
Romans 8:1-11

A closer look at the Holy Spirit

“What a Difference the 

Indwelling Spirit Makes!”



The Trinity: God, the Three-in-One

New City Catechism #3

Q. How many persons are there in God?

A. There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in 

power and glory.



The Trinity: God, the Three-in-One

Heidelberg Catechism #25

Q. Since there is only one divine being, why do you speak of three:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

A. Because that is how God has revealed himself in his Word:  these 

three distinct persons are one, true, eternal God.



Historic Christian Trinitarian Creeds

Apostles’ Creed (first version possibly 140 AD)

Nicene Creed (325 AD)

Athanasian Creed (perhaps 500 AD)

https://carm.org/creeds-and-confessions

https://carm.org/creeds-and-confessions


Summary Statement on the Holy Spirit

The Word of God presents the Holy Spirit as the 

third Person of the Godhead.



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

Being a person includes four major characteristics of personality.

1. Intelligence (cognition); the ability to reason and understand

2. Will (volition); the faculty of conscious and especially of 
deliberate action

3. Feelings (emotion); a state of consciousness in which joy, 
sorrow, fear, hate, or the like, is experienced

4. Individual subsistence (independence); one God, three persons

How do we know that the Holy Spirit is a person?



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#1. The Word of God refers to the Holy Spirit as a person. 

 Acts 10:19-20 (Peter’s trance)

 Acts 13:1-4 (The calling of Barnabas and Saul)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#2. The Word of God attributes personal acts to the Holy Spirit.

 He teaches us about Christ. (John 14:16-17, 26; 16:5-15)

 He testifies to us about Christ. (John 15:26; John 16:5-15; Rom. 
8:11-17)

 He forbids certain activities.  (Acts 16:6-7)

 He sanctifies. (Rom. 8:11-17)

 He intercedes on behalf of others. (Rom 8:26-27)

 He searches the deep things of God for the benefit of believers. (I 
Cor. 2:9-10)

 He chooses spiritual gifts for us so that we may serve Christ. (I Cor. 
12:4-7, 11)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#3. The Word of God describes the Holy Spirit as personally 

distinct from the Father and the Son.

 He was actually sent by them, and therefore could not be 

either of them. (John 14:16; 15:26; John 16:7)

 His distinction is accentuated by the use of the masculine 

with the neuter. (John 16:13; Eph. 1:13)

 Christ sent the Holy Spirit to continue the work that Christ 

Himself had been  doing.



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#4. The Word of God portrays the Holy Spirit as one of three 

Persons equal in power and authority (divinity).

 Matt. 28:19 (Great Commission trinitarian baptism)

 I Peter 1:2 (Peter’s trinitarian greeting)

 II Cor. 13:14 (trinitarian benediction)

 Ephesians 4:4-6 (one Spirit, one Lord, one God and Father)

 Jude 20-21 (building yourselves up)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#5. The Word of God warns us that the Holy Spirit can be 

sinned against.

 The unpardonable sin (Matt. 12:31-32) 

 Lying to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3-4)

 Grieving the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as a Person.

#6. The Word of God distinguishes the Holy Spirit from the 

power of the Spirit.

 Luke 4:14 (Jesus returning to Galilee)

 Acts 10:38 (Peter preaching to Cornelius’ household)

 Rom 15:13 (Paul’s blessing)

 I Cor 2:4 (preaching in the power of the Spirit)



Application: Does this sound like a 

person to you?

 Intelligence—He searches the deep things of God

 Will—He chooses specific gifts for specific people as He wills

 Emotion—we can make him sorrowful

 Individual subsistence—Christ sent the Spirit from the Father to 

testify of Christ Himself

 The Bible portrays the Holy Spirit as accomplishing personal 

works that are specifically attributed to Him. 

 The biblical record is that the Holy Spirit is the third Person of the 

Trinity.



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as God.

#1. Divine names are attributed to the Holy Spirit. 

 Paul equates the Holy Spirit with Jehovah and Adonai (Is. 

6:8-10 with Acts 28:24-27)

 David calls the Holy Spirit the God of Israel (II Sam. 23:1-3)

 Peter calls the Holy Spirit God (Acts 5:3-4) 

 Paul calls the Spirit God (I Cor 3:16; 6:19)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as God.

#2. Divine attributes are ascribed to the Holy Spirit.

 Omnipresence (I Cor. 3:16; Psalm 139:7-12)

 Omniscience (I Cor. 2:10; John 16:13; II Peter 1:21)

 Omnipotence (Luke 1:35) 



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as God.

#3. Divine works are attributed to the Holy Spirit. 

 Miracles (Luke 1:35)

 Regeneration (I Cor 6:11; Titus 3:4-7; John 3:5-7)

 Sanctification (II Thess. 2:13)



The Word of God presents the 

Holy Spirit as God.

#4. Divine worship is rendered to the Holy Spirit.

 Worship in baptism (Mat. 28:19)

 Worship in life (I Cor. 6:19-20)

 Worship in prayer (Acts 4:23-26)



Application: Walk in the Holy Spirit

 Our relationship with the Holy Spirit is a personal 

relationship.

 Our faith should be in Him.

 Our gifts come from Him.

 Our prayers and worship go to Him.

 Our sins offend Him. 

 Our love, reverence, and obedience are expressed to Him.



Application: Worship the Holy Spirit

 The Holy Spirit is the “third” person of the divine Trinity 

along with the Father and the Son.

 We worship the triune God and show equal reverence to all three 

persons.

 There is order in the Godhead, but not degree of divinity.  “…one 

person has not a majority or supereminence above another, therefore we 

must give equal worship to all the persons.” –Thomas Watson

 We ought to regularly think of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 

triune God (unless the text directs us otherwise).

 We shouldn’t overreact to the abuses of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

that exalt him above the Father and the Son.



Application: Obey the Holy Spirit

 Every work of grace in the believer’s life is of the Holy Spirit.

 Don’t wait for a mystical impulse. The Holy Spirit will help us 

learn the Word of God and understand its applications in our lives. 

He will give us courage and strength to make difficult decisions.  

 Instead of praying for more divine revelation, ask Him to help you 

to remember, understand, and apply the Word of God.



Application: Witness in the Holy Spirit

 “It is not for us to imagine that we can prove the truth of 

Christianity by our own arguments; nobody can prove the truth of 

Christianity except the Holy Spirit, by his own almighty work of 

renewing the blinded heart. It is the sovereign prerogative of 

Christ’s Spirit to convince men’s consciences of the truth of 

Christ's gospel; and Christ’s human witnesses must learn to ground 

their hopes of success not on clever presentation of the truth by 

man, but on powerful demonstration of the truth by the Spirit.”

 J. I. Packer, p. 71 in Knowing God



London Baptist Confession 2:3

“This divine and infinite Being consists of three persons, the Father, the 

Word or Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three have the same 

substance, power, and eternity, each having the whole divine essence 

without this essence being divided. The Father is not derived from 

anyone, neither begotten nor proceeding. The Son is eternally begotten 

of the Father. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.

All three are infinite and without beginning and are therefore only one 

God, who is not to be divided in nature and being. Yet these three are 

distinguished by several distinctive characteristics and personal 

relations. This truth of the Trinity is the foundation of all of our 

fellowship with God and of our comforting dependence on him.”


