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WHEN DO YOU GET INVOLVED IN SOMEONE ELSE’S LIFE 
FOR PURPOSES OF HELPING SPIRITUALLY?  

• When you are personally involved in the offence (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15) 

• When someone is caught in a trespass (Galatians 6:1)

• When someone begins the process of falling away (Hebrew 3:12-13)

• When God has uniquely suited you to minister in a given situation (Esther 

4:13-14)

Cautions

• Remove the self-righteous plank sticking out of your eye (Matthew 7:1-5)

• Cultivate your own spiritual maturity (Galatians 6:1)

• Beware of the deceitfulness of your own sin (I Corinthians 10:12)

• Learn to distinguish between sinful rebellion and issues of Christian liberty 

(Romans 14)



ACCORDING TO THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS, WHEN 
SHOULD WE CONFRONT A FELLOW BELIEVER?

• When the destructive path of sin becomes obvious to us and we see the 

“drifting” (3:12-13)

• When unbelief manifests itself in departing from God (3:12-13)

• When he is obviously deceived about the extent of his sin, and the serious 

nature of it (3:12-13)

• When he begins to disobey like the children of Israel and his life does not 

match his profession (4:11)

• Often, in order to stir up love and good works (10:24)

• When church attendance becomes sparse (10:25)

• When you detect weariness or injury from the battle (12:12-13)

• When he begins to spread sinful behaviors, attitudes, or ideas to the flock 

(12:15)



THE CONTEXT OF PHILEMON

• Letter written while Paul was in prison in Rome around A.D. 60

• Possibly carried by Tychicus and Onesimus along with Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

(Col. 4:7-9)

• Philemon possibly a businessman; wealthy enough to have at least one slave and a house 

big enough to have worship services for the Colossian church

• Paul instrumental in Philemon’s conversion

• Onesimus, Philemon’s runaway slave who was hiding in Rome from charges that 

included theft

• Found his way to the Apostle Paul, who was instrumental in his conversion as well

• Planning to go back and make things right with Philemon, but scared to face 

consequences

• Main purpose of letter: encouraging Philemon and Onesimus to relate as Christians 

brothers even within the difficult social relationship of slavery 



PAUL’S EXAMPLE OF HELPING SPIRITUALLY

1. Paul assured Philemon of his love (1). 

2. Paul established the principle that God was personally at work in Philemon’s life (4-6).

3. Paul encouraged Philemon by mentioning obvious displays of God’s grace in his life 

(7).

4. Paul approached Philemon wisely in a way that fit the situation (8-9).

5. Paul emphasized the sovereign work of God in Onesimus’ life, too (10). 

6. Paul used appropriate humor to convey warmth (11).

7. Paul clearly communicates his counsel (12-14).

8. Paul highlights God’s sovereignty in the situation (15-16).

9. Paul teaches sound doctrine as the foundation for his help (16).

10. Paul employs every legitimate appeal to win Philemon’s heart (17-22).


