
What Is Marriage?



▪Genesis 2 and Ephesians 5 teach that marriage was instituted by 
God at creation for one man and one woman to leave their parents 
and join together in a covenantal relationship until death.

▪God created the sexual relationship as a good gift to be enjoyed 
within the context of marriage, as a part of the original design of 
creation.

▪Sex is a powerful and warming fire to be enjoyed within the 
boundaries of the God-ordained fireplace of marriage.  Outside of that 
intended use, it is a raging and destructive fire, and sinful in the eyes 
of God.

▪Later in our study: “What has to take place in order for two people to 
be considered married in the eyes of God?”



▪Gen 2:18-25; (cited by Jesus in Matt 19:4-6; cited by Paul in      
I Cor 6:16-18 and Eph 5:28-31) 

▪ Instituted by God (18)

▪Designed for companionship (18)

▪ Intended to complement (20)

▪Characterized by union (24)

▪This foundational, divine institution of marriage is to be held 
in honor by everyone (Heb 13:4).



▪ Gen 2:24; Prov 2:17; Ezek 16:8; Mal 2:14

▪ A man and a woman get married by establishing a marriage covenant 
through the exchanging of vows. 

▪ “A covenant…is a promise or commitment publicly and formally 
certified by the swearing of an oath.” – Sam Waldron in A Modern 
Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith (Gen 21:22-32; 26:28-
31; 31:44-54; Ezek 17:13-19)

▪ Covenants are often seen as “being accompanied by the presence of 
witnesses and the exchanging of tangible signs or symbols.” – Waldron 

▪ In Jewish culture a couple were considered married after the 
exchanging of vows even though this happened at the beginning of a 
betrothal period before they came together. (Matt 1:18-25; Deut 22:22-
29)



▪“A covenant of companionship” – Jay Adams in Marriage, 
Divorce, and Remarriage in the Bible

▪Marriage “is a public and formal sworn promise by a man and 
a woman to each other which brings them into a marriage 
union intended to provide them with a multi-dimensional life 
companionship.” – Sam Waldron in A Modern Exposition of the 
1689 Baptist Confession of Faith

▪ “Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and 
wife, for the increase of humanity with legitimate offspring, 
and for the prevention of immorality.” – Confessing the Faith: 
The 1689 Baptist Confession for the 21st Century



▪Governing authorities are to be obeyed.

▪So as we get married, obedience to God means we will 
publicly exchange vows and establish a marriage covenant, 
and it also means we will do whatever it takes to comply with 
the laws of the land in which we live.



▪Companionship (Gen 2:18)

▪Help (Gen 2:18, 20)

▪Offspring (Gen 1:28)

▪Pleasure, prevention of immorality (I Cor 7:2-9)

▪Exaltation of Christ (Eph 5:22-33)


