
THE DUTIES OF 
PASTORS



Introduction
Why a brief series on church officers?

➢ Worthy goals for every believer

➢ Godly aspirations for some of our men – I Tim 3:1 “This is a 

faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he 

desires a good work.”

➢ Congregational engagement in the process of raising up elders

➢ Reminders for prayer

➢ Informal poll from the church members concerning future 

Arbor Church officers



Acts 6:1-4

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was 

multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the 

Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily 

distribution. 2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the 

disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should leave the 

word of God and serve tables. 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out 

from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy 

Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 

business; 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to 

the ministry of the word.”



Acts 20:28-31 

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the 

church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I 

know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves 

men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember 

that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and 

day with tears.



II Timothy 4:1-5

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His 

kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 

season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 

teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 

have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves 

teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and 

be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, 

endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 

ministry.



I Peter 5:1-4 

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder 

and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 

the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which 

is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but 

willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords 

over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 

and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown 

of glory that does not fade away.



The Title of “Shepherd”

➢ Same Greek word is translated “pastor” in Ephesians 4:11 in 

the KJV and NKJV (“shepherd” in ESV)

➢ Emphasis on NURTURE (tending)

➢ Feeding the sheep

➢ Protecting the sheep

➢ Keeping the sheep in the fold

➢ Keeping the wolves out of the fold



The Title of “Elder”

➢ Pres-boo'-ter-os or presbyter (Presbyterian)

➢ Emphasis on MATURITY

➢ Old Covenant: a leader in the community

➢ A man of wisdom

➢ One who can give counsel and advice

➢ Not a novice

➢ A man of character and good reputation (blameless)



The Title of “Bishop”

➢ Ep-is'-kop-os or overseer (Episcopalian)

➢ Emphasis on LEADERSHIP

➢ Ruling and directing a group of people

➢ Making sure that the Word of God is being faithfully preached

➢ Making sure that the ordinances are being biblically observed

➢ Making sure that the worship is being reverently conducted

➢ Making sure that conflict is being peacefully resolved 

➢ Making sure that families are being spiritually led  



Duties of Pastors

➢ LBC 26:10a – “The work of pastors is to give constant 

attention to the service of Christ in his churches in the ministry 

of the word and prayer. They are to watch over the souls of 

church members as those who must give an account to 

Christ.” (Acts 6:1-4 & Heb 13:17)

➢ Summary: 

Shepherding the flock in the 

ministry of the word and prayer



Duties of Pastors

➢ Minister the Word of God to the flock (Acts 6)

➢ Give themselves to prayer (Acts 6)

➢ Take heed to himself (Acts 20)

➢ Take heed to all the flock (Acts 20)

➢ Oversee the flock (all four passages; I Peter 5 specifically)



Some Conclusions

➢ God gave pastors to the church to shepherd the people of God.

➢ The role of pastor involves both authority and nurture.

➢ A shepherd has to know his sheep and be known by them in 

order to minister effectively to them.



Thinking about the office of elder…

➢ The office of elder is a worthy aspiration for men.  Both men 

and women can develop a heart of shepherding those in their 

care.

➢ Who will be our next elders?  Pray about the shepherding care 

of Arbor Church.

➢ Please pray for those of us serving as elders now.


