
Romans 5:12-21

Adam the First
through one man sin entered the world



Justification
“Justification is the judicial act of God, by which he pardons all 

the sins of those who believe in Christ, and accounts, accepts, 

and treats them as righteous in the eye of the law (as conformed 

to all its demands).” -- Easton’s Bible Dictionary



Resources
 Children’s “Prove It” Catechism – Q17-33

 The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 – Chapter 6: “Of the 

Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the Punishment Thereof ”

 Bible Doctrine by Wayne Grudem – Chapter 13: “Sin”

 The Epistle to the Romans by John Murray – pp. 178-191



What is sin?
 Sin is lawlessness. (I John 3:4)

 Sin is any lack of conformity unto or transgression of the law 
of God. (Children’s “Prove It” Catechism – Q25-27)

 “Lack of conformity” is not being or doing what God 
requires.

 “Transgression” is doing what God forbids.

 Sin is a failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, 
attitude, or nature. Sin is the contradiction of the excellence 
of God’s moral character. (Bible Doctrine by Wayne Grudem, 
p. 210-11) 



Where did sin come from?
 NOT God – Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, His 

work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth 

and without injustice; righteous and upright is He.

 In the angelic realm, Satan and a number of angels fell when 

they sinned (II Peter 2:4; Jude 6).

 In the human realm, Adam and Eve sinned by disobeying 

God’s direct command (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-19)



How did it affect us?
 Theologians use the term “Original Sin” not as a reference to 

Adam’s sin, but rather to the sin that is ours as a result of 
Adam’s fall.  Grudem uses the term “Inherited Sin.”

 1. Inherited guilt: We are counted guilty because of Adam’s 
sin.

 2. Inherited corruption: We have a sinful nature because of 
Adam’s sin.

 This is the foundation for the doctrine of “Total Depravity” 
that we talked about in Romans 3.



The Good News
 Next week: “those who receive abundance of grace and of the 

gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 

Christ.”


