
Col 3:9-11

9  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off 
the old self with its practices
10  and have put on the new self, which is being renewed 
in knowledge after the image of its creator.
11  Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ 
is all, and in all.



What is the Problem with Maintaining 
Artificial Distinctions?

1. We miss out on a chance to glorify God
2. We miss out on fellowship
3. The body doesn’t function like it should
4. There is a negative impact on missions and 

evangelism
5. It can lead to a spirit of competitiveness
6. We are going against the flow of history of God’s 

redemptive plan



What Will Be Affected When We Focus on the 
Commonality We Have in Christ?

1. How we think about others
2. Who we talk to or befriend
3. Who we invite into our homes
4. How we listen to and respond to things that we 

hear
5. Our love for the brethren
6. Our love for God



Why Is This Difficult?

1. It’s always easier to interact with people who 
are more like us

2. It often takes more intentional effort to reach 
out to Scythians

3. It’s not natural for us to take the perspective of 
others

4. Our remaining sin (need for repentance)



Seeing as God Sees

1 Sam 16:7: But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him. For the 
LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart."
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